
Great Outdoors 

 

One week motorhome holiday for families 
 

 

The comprehensive range of self-led or guided walking holidays and tour operators based in South 

East England has an exciting range of outdoor activities for families seeking an active holiday. If 

you’re looking for a relaxing break away without the need to worry too much about planning, then the 

great range of walking tours and cycling tour can help take the strain. There are many other outdoor 

activities in the South East, as well as theme parks for all the family. 

 

 

Day 1: White Cliffs Country 

 

 
 

Start with a great family day in Dover, a vibrant and historic seaside town, known for its famous 

White Cliffs.  

 

Spend the morning discovering the 2000 years of Dover Castle’s history. Meet and interact with a 

variety of different characters from Henry II's court in the Great Tower. Travel deep into the white 

cliffs to explore the atmospheric Underground Hospital. Have fun with the special effects, dramatic 

projections and real film footage through the tunnels. 

 

Have lunch at NAAFI Restaurant, housed in the 1868 Regimental Institute and enjoy good views 

down to the wartime tunnels and the port and across the Channel. 

 

In the afternoon, take a 1 ½ hour walk along the coastal path towards the historic South Foreland 

Lighthouse and the beautiful St Margaret’s Bay. You will get stunning views across the English 

Channel at the top of the White Cliffs and see a lot of wonderful flowers and butterflies.  

 

Have dinner with fantastic night sea views of the harbour at The Hythe Bay Seafood Restaurant or at 

The Smugglers Bar and Restaurant in St Margaret's at Cliffe. 

 

You can park your motorhome at Marine Parade Dover St Margarets Holiday Park 

 

 

http://www.whitecliffscountry.org.uk/Home.aspx
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/dover-castle/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/south-foreland-lighthouse/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/south-foreland-lighthouse/


 

 

Day 2: 1066 Country and Beachy Head 

 

 
 

Head for the East Sussex town of Eastbourne, situated 70 miles, less than 2 hours from Dover.  

On your way, stop at Battle Abbey, site of the most famous battles in England's history - the 1066 

Battle of Hastings. Learn more of one of the most famous battles in England's history with interactive 

displays. 

 

After your visit, have a nice lunch in the traditional Pilgrims Rest restaurant. 

 

Only 30min from Battle, Eastbourne is a wonderful base to explore the glorious surrounding 

countryside of South Downs National Park and the Sussex Coast. Hike or cycle the 1 ½ hour trail to 

the UK's highest chalk cliff - Beachy Head and enjoy incredible views over the English Channel. 

Afterwards, take the 7 miles path to the famous and stunning Seven Sisters, starting from the Tiger 

Pub in East Dean village. 

 

Try the homemade burgers of Rumblebellys or Charlie Brown's Diner. For something typical British, 

have a nice roast dinner or fish & chips at The Dolphin.  

 

Park your motorhome along Eastbourne’s seafront.  

 

 

Day 3: The Great Waterfront City 

 

http://www.visit1066country.com/explore-1066-country/battle/battle-abbey-history
http://www.visit1066country.com/explore-1066-country/battle/battle-abbey-history
http://www.visiteastbourne.com/
http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/
http://www.beachyhead.org.uk/


 
 

Spend the morning at Drusillas Park, only 20min drive from Eastbourne. Come face to face with 

hundreds of exotic animals, ride Thomas the Tank Engine, play Go Bananas and Go Wild, explore 

Eden’s Eye maze and much more!  

 

From jacket potato to pizza and salad, there is something to eat for the whole family. 

 

After eating, travel the 60 miles (1hr30) to Portsmouth which has miles of sea views. Join the 

waterbus for a one hour Harbour tour. You will get a glimpse of the Royal Naval Dockyard and cruise 

along the Gosport Shoreline. Stop at Royal Navy Submarine Museum in Gosport to listen to personal 

stories of a veteran submariner inside the famous HMS Alliance. 

 

Go back onboard the waterbus to Portsmouth’s waterfront and have dinner in one of the nice 

restaurants of Gunwharf Quays dominated by the Spinnaker Tower. 

 

There are three sites around Portsmouth that welcome motorhomes - Dibles Park in Warsash, 

Sunnydale Farm Camping And Caravan Site in Netley Abbey and Kingfisher Caravan Park in Lee-

on-Solent, all located 20min from Portsmouth. 

 

 

Day 4: The Isle of Wight and Dinosaurs  

 

http://www.drusillas.co.uk/
http://www.visitportsmouth.co.uk/
http://www.portsmouth-boat-trips.co.uk/waterbus/portsmouth_harbour_waterbus.html
http://www.submarine-museum.co.uk/
http://www.gunwharf-quays.com/
http://www.spinnakertower.co.uk/


 
 

Embark your family on the Isle of Wight, whether it is from Portsmouth or Southampton. Take the 

frequent 1hour Red Funnel Ferries from Southampton to East Cowes or the 45min Wight Link Ferries 

from Portsmouth to Fishbourne on the North-East coast of the island.  

 

Head to Goodleaf Tree Climbing, only 20min from East Cowes or 10min from Fishbourne. Enjoy an 

adventurous 2 hours tree climbing session in beautiful surroundings. 

 

Have a famous fish & chips at Wights restaurant or go to The Alamo Steakhouse Bar & Grill, both in 

Ryde. 

 

Travel 15min south from Ryde to Sandown and discover the lost world of dinosaurs amongst the 

many hands on interactive at Dinosaur Isle. You will meet life sized models of the Isle of Wight's 

famous five dinosaurs, as well as dinosaur skeletons found by the fossil hunters. 

 

Have some fresh seafood and fish at The Waterfront Inn on the Esplanade of Shanklin. Why not 

taking a stroll along the Esplanade after dinner? 

 

Stay at Landguard Holidays or Ninham Country Holidays, both located in Shanklin, only 2 miles from 

Sandown. 

 

 

 Day 5: The Isle of Wight and The Needles 

 

http://www.visitisleofwight.co.uk/
http://www.redfunnel.co.uk/
http://www.wightlink.co.uk/
http://www.goodleaf.co.uk/
http://www.dinosaurisle.com/newhomepage.aspx


 
 

Take a quarter of a mile stroll through dramatic waterfalls, woodland with 150 varieties of wild plants 

and see the famous leafy gorge of Shanklin Chine. 

 

After your walk, head for The Needles Park, the most iconic image on the Isle of Wight, located 

50min north of Shanklin. Take the chairlift from the top of the cliffs down to the Alum Bay beach 

while having breathtaking views of the picturesque Needles rocks. 

 

Have lunch at The Pantry restaurant or Marconi’s tea room, both within the park. 

 

The Needles Park offers a wide range of attractions for all the family. Have fun in the prehistoric 

adventure Jurassic Golf, ride a traditional Victorian carousel or a ‘Spins and Needles’ Tea Cup, drive 

your own car at The Vintage Cars, step inside a see-through balls called Water Walkerz and so on! 

 

Experience a traditional pub ambiance at The New Inn in Shalfleet or at Red Lion in Freshwater. If 

you fancy fresh seafood, have dinner at The Waterfront Bar & Restaurant in Totland Bay. 

 

Stay at Heathfield Farm Camping Site, only 8min from The Needles Park or at The Orchards Holiday 

Park to get closer to East Cowes for the crossing over the Solent to Southampton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 6: The New Forest 

 

http://www.shanklinchine.co.uk/
http://www.theneedles.co.uk/


 
 

Wherever you stayed, travel 30-35min to East Cowes and take the 1 hour crossing Red Funnel Ferry 

to Southampton. Afterwards, head to the New Forest National Park, an absolute paradise for outdoor 

activities situated at about 30min from Southampton. 

 

At first, take the whole family to the excellent Paultons Park, only 20min from Southampton. This 

adventure theme park offers rides and attractions for everyone, as well as adventure golf, a water 

kingdom, beautiful gardens, exotic birds and animals.  

 

Have lunch at Paultons Park’s Wildwoods Family Restaurant where you can choose many exciting 

freshly prepared dishes. 

 

Once you have finished exploring the park, join a family canoe trips for a fantastic 90 minute session 

on the stunning Beaulieu River or for the more adventurous, a two hour kayaking tours to explore the 

stunning Nature Reserve. 

 

For more activities, please visit www.newforestactivities.co.uk/activities/. 

  

Have dinner at Fairweather's Garden Centre or at the historic pub The Royal Oak, both in Beaulieu.  

 

The New Forest has a large range of camping and caravanning accommodation such as Paultons 

Campsite, Embers Camping, Roundhill Caravan Park & Campsite, Ashurst campsite, Aldridge Hill 

campsite and much more. 

 

 

Day 7: From Beaulieu to Dover 

 

If you still have some free time, visit the world famous National Motor Museum Beaulieu. Ride the 

Monorail and stop at the family fun attractions including the world famous National Motor Museum, 

the challenging World of Top Gear, the magnificent Palace House and Beaulieu Abbey. 

 

Finally travel the 160 miles (2hr30) that separate you from Dover, while watching the beautiful South 

East countryside rolling.  

 

 

If you need any further information, please visit www.visitsoutheastengland.com/. 

http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/
https://paultonspark.co.uk/
http://www.newforestactivities.co.uk/activities/canoeing/
http://www.newforestactivities.co.uk/activities/kayaking-tours/
http://www.newforestactivities.co.uk/activities/
http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/
http://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/

